Prayer for the 2021/22 School Year

Even though summer doesn’t technically end until September
22, for most of us the Labour Day weekend and especially the
first days of school forms its emotive end. Summer patterns are
quickly replaced with the rush to get ready for school. Excitement
to reconnect with friends is mixed with uncertainty about classes
and changes in routine. This mixed sense of excitement and
uncertainty seems particularly true as we prepare to start a second
new year in the context of Covid.
In Ephesians, Paul talks about the value of praying for all the
Saints. The Message says it like this:
...prayer is essential...Pray hard and long. Pray for your brothers and
sisters. Keep your eyes open. Keep each other’s spirits up so that no
one falls behind or drops out. (from Ephesians 6)

This past year has been experienced in a broad variety of ways by members of our community. This passage encourages us,
as community, to look out for one another through prayer – to encourage and build one another up through the ministry of
prayer.
Please join the PCS community in prayer this week as we begin a year of “Educational Excellence to the Glory of God.”
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Day #1
Monday September 13
Prayer for Unity in Christ’s Love

Day #2
Tuesday September 14
Prayer for our Students

You were all called to travel on the same road and in the same
direction, so stay together, both outwardly and inwardly. You
have one Master, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father
of all, who rules over all, works through all, and is present in
all. Everything you are and think and do is permeated with
Oneness. (Ephesians 4:5-6)

The start of any school year is
filled with a huge mix of emotions
for students – from anxiety to
excitement. The start of the
school year can be scary with new
teachers, friends, and schedules.

We live in a society that is increasingly characterized by
divisiveness. It’s easy to get caught up in what divides us.
As sisters and brothers in Christ, we share much more than
what separates us. It’s important in the midst of anxieties
and fears of the moment to remember Paul’s words that we
share “one Master, one faith, one baptism”.

Pray that those who struggle with fear and insecurity will feel
God’s loving presence. For our graduating class there is hope
for a more ‘normal’ graduating year. Pray that this year could
be special for them, regardless of how it unfolds.
Be guided in your prayer by Paul’s familiar advice:
Do not be anxious about anything,
but in every situation, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God. And
the peace of God, which transcends
all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus. (Philippians 4:6-7)

Unity in Christ doesn’t mean that we
all believe exactly the same thing.
Often, it’s more about how we
journey together in love despite our
differences.
Pray for everyone in the PCS
community – that “by this everyone
will know that you are my disciples, if
you love one another.” (John 13:35)

Elementary Sandbox

Day #3
Wednesday, September 15
Prayer for our Staff

Elementary Staff
Dragonboating

Through the course of the
pandemic, our staff have had
to frequently alter their plans.
Schedules and routines, developed over years of experience,
have had to be changed on short notice. Our staff have been
at the core of our school’s ability to respond so well to this
moment in which we find ourselves. They have put in many
hours learning new approaches and delivering on our promise
of ‘Educational Excellence to the Glory of God’. For many, the
number of changes have been and are difficult.
Pray that our staff would:
• Be reminded of the hope on which our faith is based. “Let
us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who
promised is faithful.” Hebrews 10:23
• Take their own health and well-being
seriously. It’s hard to minister to others
when we’re personally worn out and
exhausted.
• See opportunity to be the hands and
feet of Jesus.

Day #4
Thursday, September 16
Prayer for God’s Help
PCS exists to nurture students in Christ-like living, critical
thinking and joyful service to be faithful citizens in God’s
world. Nurtured to understand their identity in Christ
with a hope that they will come to love, serve and desire
the Kingdom of God.
In Romans, Paul states:
“So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take
your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, goingto-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God
as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best
thing you can do for him. Don’t become so well-adjusted
to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking.
Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from
the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you,
and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you,
always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God
brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in
you.” (Romans 12: 1-2)
Paul begins by acknowledging that the task of
transformation is reliant on God’s help. It’s important
to remember that the school’s purpose of Christian
transformation is impossible to achieve through human
effort. It requires God’s help. Pray that we always begin
our task by acknowledging our reliance on Him.

Day #5 - Friday, September 17 - Prayer for our Reconciliation
In Matthew 21: 28 ff, Jesus reminds us that our actions can matter more
than our words.
“What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the
first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’
“‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.
“Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but
he did not go. “Which of the two did what his father wanted?” ...look this passage up in Matthew 21 and keep reading.
Over the past months we have been reminded again of the legacy of the Indian residential school system. As a Christian
school we feel a collective guilt for a school system which was largely Church run and was responsible for the death of
thousands. True reconciliation requires more than just words.
Pray that as the PCS community journeys in this moment in time, that we can find ways to meaningfully move beyond
words.

